
)ttly 2,2026

Dear Brothers in Christ,

lwrite to you today with a heavy heart. The recent illicit episcopal ordinations by the Priestly Fraternity of Saint
Pius X (SSPX) are a cause of great sadness. Through this act of deliberate disobedience to the Holy Father, the
unity of the Church established byJesus Christ has again been wounded. The Vatican has declared the action to
be schismatic and that the bishops involved, the consecrators and the ordained, to be excommunicated.l
Additionally, the sacred ministers of the SSPX have been declared to be in schism and, therefore,
excommunicated. Furthermore, the Vatican has also declared that lay faithful r,vho formally adhere2 to the SSPX

are to be considered schismatic and, therefore, excommunicated.

Additionally, the faculties previously granted to the priests of the 55PX to validly witness marriages and celebrate
the sacrament r:f reconciliation have been revoked. The other sacraments are celebrated illicitly by clerics of the
SSPX. ]

As i have come to knLrw this archdiocese sinre arrirring last spring, I have met many faithful parishioners anC

oiiests uvho have a strcng clevotion to the Church's Tradition and to the liturgy as celebrated prior to the reforms
L-rithe Second V;itican Ci:uncil. Tc this end, i know thatsome have worshipped with the SSPX communities within
oI near th* i,e'rilr:r-ir of ihe archdiocese. The pressnt actions and consequent excommunications are likely
t.r,;L;l-'iing fcr m:r," rtf ihese individuals and familles. i pray that through reverent worship in our parishes and
r:vitn rhe availalilitir cf the h4ass celebrated according ro the Mlssal of 1962 at three locations in our archdiocese,
ali tht:t lvhc:e*k will find a hoine of welcome and devotion while remaining in full communion with the
5ucce;soi of 5.rint Peter, our Holy Father-, Pope LeoXlV, and withthe Catholic Church.

PIease jcin nre in praying for healing and uniry in our Church: nray Mary, l\lother of the Church, intercede for us
al this diflicult moment, that we rray alljourney together urrder the humble shepherding of our Holy Father, and
may God grant hirn the gr;lce to faithfully carry out his ,,r,rork for the salvarion of all.
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1 Cf. _i.:,'_q1r; of the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, luly 2,2026
2 Cf. 1- 1;1,-1.,,.1-1 i,'_t tl" i1,:.L3_of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, 1996
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